LAGUNA BEACH

Candy Airlift Sends Goodwill to Marines
(Published October 29, 2010 in the Laguna Beach Independent)

To most, a candy bar is a snack, maybe a guilty
pleasure. But to the men and women in military iserv,
in Afghanistan, the confections come with an inbusi
of goodwill from the folks back home. “I can only
speak from personal experience,” attested Laguna
Beach resident and Marine helicopter pilot Brie
Walker, a current reservist with Marine Heavy "
Helicopter Squadron 772 in Willow Grove, Penn., tB| 2
when | was over there, the overwhelming generdsity| &
saw from people back here is something | will never
forget.” controls of a Marine Super Stallion
helicopter.

Walker now has the chance to see it from the other
side. Back home, the 35-year-old full-time mothietwo young girls, aged 2 and 4, joined the
Laguna Beach Parents Club. When she found out abewub’s annual post-Halloween drive
to collect excess or unwanted candy to donate tonds on the ground in Afghanistan, not only
did the effort resonate with her personally, b khew exactly where to send it: Marine Heavy
Helicopter Squadron (HMH) 361, also known as Theifgyfigers, currently stationed in
Afghanistan. Walker and her husband Jason aredopthdron alumni. Walker was a
commissioned officer on active duty with the Flyifigers from 1997 to 2006 before joining the
reserves.

Parents’ club volunteers will collect candy Nowol5 at the location’s listed below. Kids and
parents are encouraged to create cards to inclitdgheir donations.

“When they receive this candy they will immmediatedyalize that people back home really do
care and remember them,” said Walker. “Every Makinews what time the mail arrives each
day, and when this shipment arrives, the smilesbeilabundant, for sure.”

When she served in Afghanistan eight months last, W&/alker took delight in sharing care
packages from home with fellow Marines who “realhgeded it. Since she was part of a
helicopter squadron, her aircrew was in a posittodeliver the goods. “The ground Marines
who were the most isolated got all the best lominflour mail that we could find,” she said. So,
while the Flying Tigers may keep some of the danetifor themselves, they will bundle the
bulk into care packages for delivery by helicoptefront line troops in austere locations most in
need of TLC from home.

Now, out of harm’s way, Walker keenly feels the chée support soldiers still at risk in

Afghanistan and is enthusiastic about the Par&itd) initiative led by co-president Jill
Espinola-Fletcher.
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This is the fourth year of Halloween-candy collegtby the club. Previously, they gave it to a
dentist in Mission Viejo, an ex-Marine who senioitCamp Pendleton to be shipped overseas.
“This year, we know exactly where the candy willgmeng and who will be in charge of
dispersing it when it arrives in Afghanistan,” s&slpinola-Fletcher, who also explained that
between play group parties and other activitiestank-or-treating on Halloween, most kids
collect much more candy than they can reasonabigwue. “It's extra special to us to know
that we will be bringing some troops a little bitialloween from back home,” she added.

Walker started down the path as a Marine pilotlgnce. While attending Maine’s Bowdoin
College, she worked off campus as a waitress at &dquented by pilots from a nearby base.
When one of them offered to show her the flightidator where he trained, Walker accepted.
“When | saw it, | was hooked,” she said.

The CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter that Walkessflis the largest helicopter in the U.S.
military and is used to carry troops, heavy equipim®od, water, and ammunition to the
Marines serving in outlying bases. Almost 100 teag and weighing 53,000 pounds, the craft
has two pilots and two to three aircrew-gunneifisack. The chopper can carry cargo long range
since it can be refueled in midair from a C-13@i$ort plane.

Though Walker has only lived in Laguna since Mdne already appreciates the club’s embrace.
Describing the difficulty of relocating to a newato with young children, Walker said she might
have moved again if it weren't for club membershisclub and its offerings made this town
really feel like a community for me.”

Her former squadron’s commanding officer knowsxpezt in-coming candy and has promised
to ensure it reach its destination. When it gethéoFlying Tigers, they'll redistribute it to the
neediest forward operating bases. “Something asiagéy silly as candy means a lot when you
are far away from home doing that mission,” shd.sai

For more information about the Laguna Beach Par€his, visitwww.lagunabeachparents.com

Candy Collection Locations:

* Laguna Library Children’s Section

* Laguna Presbyterian Church Preschool
St. Catherine’s of Siena Parish School
* Laguna Beach Montessori
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