LAGUNA BEACH

PARENTS CLUB

Making Room for Daddy

Parents Club, built on a model that originally excluded men, now wel comes fathers to ranks.
By Dan Beighley

(Published June 15, 2006 in the Laguna Beach Coastline Pilot)

In a league of their own, the Laguna Beach Par@hi3 is gaining popularity as it opens its
doors to members previously ruled out by the forloeal chapter of the International Moms
Club -- most surprisingly, dads.

The inclusion of mothers who work and same-sex lasuig also part of the club's open-door
policy.

Co-presidents of the new club, Christa Henry and Khornton, said their group's numbers are
increasing by three to five families per week.

"The club is a great resource for parents,” Thorrs@aid. "A lot of new parents or people new to
the area can feel isolated. This a great way twaordét"

The community-based nonprofit group was foundeti3aptember and offers a host of
networking opportunities for members.

With its roots in the Moms Club, Henry and Thorntixed the networking concept, but felt it
would be better to expand with more members.

$35-per-year membership fee gives members accgdayigroups, book clubs, field trips,
parties and other activities.

"There are lots of dads who are benefiting froms,thiHenry said. "We really wanted to expand
things."

Club member Carl Winefordner feels the club's agdmas been a great success.

In recently hosting a now traditional Whining Mansasl Papas social event, Winefordner
hosted 40 people in his home.

The name of the event is a play on words, with viiemg a key ingredient for the event.
"It was fun. People that | never met before showed Winefordner said.

"The club is great for parents wanting to commiteower their experiences. Loss of sleep is
pretty common for new parents,” he said.
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Steve Leonard moved to Laguna six months ago amtifout about the club from a downtown
shop his first week in town. Leonard has a 14-manithson, Jack.

"We do as many things as possible with the groueghard said. "It's a real casual way for
everyone to get together on Fridays."

Leonard said there were no similar clubs in St@liy where he is from. "I wouldn't know
nearly as many people without the club here," e sa

Single father Phil Krajeski said the club is vepea and warmly welcomes people.

With visits every other week from his sons ageeseand 11, he has been able to build a social
network.

"The club's calendar is filled with things we wateeady doing. This has the added perk of
making friends," Krajeski said.

The success of the club has inspired interest agroup in Newport Beach that is considering
starting a similar club, Thornton said.

The group's website is www.lagunabeachparents.com

(Top row from left) Ian, Carl, and Whitney Winefordner, Christina and Felix Veski, Mehran and Gianluca Megerdichian,
Cameron and Jett Hamil. (Bottom row from left) Holden and Rick Geary, Piero and Marco Wemyss, Jack and Steve
Leonard.
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